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Subject Description

This subject introduces students to interrelationships between health care, ethics, and the
law. In particular students will explore the moral bases of law and the means by which law
influences healthcare norms, clinical practice, and health policy. Students are shown how to
engage in bioethical approaches and relate those approaches to the interactions between
law and healthcare. Students will then examine a number of areas of law that have particular
significance for bioethics including the consent, tort law, competence, substitute decision-
making, advance care planning, maternal-foetal conflicts, abortion, reproduction, end-of-life-

decision-making, tissue regulation and infectious disease control.

Subject Objectives

At completion of this subject, a student-at-law should be able to:

¢ Demonstrate an acquisition of knowledge and understanding of health law.

e Apply professional skill in the analysis of primary materials (decided cases, statutes
and treaties).

e Appraise questions involving health law and apply relevant legal principles in
answering those questions.

e Express, in clear and concise language, well-structured and logical arguments with

particular reference to health law.

Prescribed Books and Materials

As updated by the LPAB Examinations Committee from time to time.
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27 Health Law — Examinable Curriculum

Prescribed Topics

Topic 1: Introduction to bioethics

Topic 2: Legal dimensions of the Australian health care system

o Public Safety and procedural fairness
¢ Mandatory Notifications

e Unregistered practitioners

Topic 3: Consent, capacity and substitute decision-making

Topic 4: Medical negligence, the ‘Litigation Crisis’ and the Ipp reforms

e Duty of care

e Standards of care
e Causation

e Defences

e Criminal Negligence

Topic 5: Refusal of treatment and advance care planning

Topic 6: Withdrawing of treatment, double effect and euthanasia

Topic 7: The status of the foetus and the laws of abortion

Topic 8: Reproduction, procreative torts and surrogacy

Topic 9: Human tissue, transplantation, and genetics

Topic 10: Public health and infectious disease control

This subject is not designed to cover Priestley 11 Content.
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