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Diploma in Law 
24 Jurisprudence 

Examinable Curriculum 
 

Subject Description 

 

This course in jurisprudence will apply the concepts and techniques of philosophical analysis 

to an examination of the nature of law, issues surrounding legal reasoning, and the 

relationship between law, morals and theories of justice.   

The course will examine some of the most important theories of jurisprudence, and trace 

their historical development. 

 

The course will consider the debate about the separation between law and morals, and 

arguments for and against natural law.   

 

The course seeks not only to introduce students to modern legal philosophy, but to 

demonstrate how that study gives insights into the nature and function of law important to the 

practice of law. 

 
 
Subject Objectives 

 

At the completion of this subject, a student-at-law should be able to: 

 

• Demonstrate an understanding of theories of jurisprudence as developed by 

influential thinkers. 

• Describe and critically evaluate major jurisprudential approaches. 

• Apply and evaluate jurisprudential concepts and techniques to issues surrounding 

legal reasoning and methods, including in specific areas of law. 

• Express, in clear and concise language, well-structured and logical arguments with 

reference to issues and theories of jurisprudence. 

 

Prescribed Books and Materials  

 
As updated by the LPAB Examinations Committee from time to time. 
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Prescribed Topics   

 

Topic 1: The work of influential thinkers 

• Non-exhaustive examples are: 

o John Locke 

o Sir William Blackstone 

o Jeremy Bentham 

o John Austin 

o Wesley Hohfeld 

o H.L.A. Hart 

o Lon Fuller 

o John Rawls 

o Ronald Dworkin 

 

Topic 2: Major jurisprudential approaches 

• Natural law 

• Positivism 

• Legal realism 

• Marxist jurisprudence 

• Law and economics 

• Critical legal studies 

 

Topic 3: Jurisprudential approaches to legal concepts  

• The doctrine of precedent 

• Legal interpretation 

• Legal reasoning 

• Legislative intention 

• The duty to obey the law 

 

Topic 4: Jurisprudential approaches in specific areas of law 

• The philosophy of international law 

• The philosophy of the criminal law 

• The philosophy of tort law 

• The philosophy of contract law 

• The philosophy of property law 

 

This subject is not designed to cover Priestley 11 Content. 
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