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Diploma in Law 
17 Legal Ethics 

Examinable Curriculum 
 

Subject Description 

 

Legal Ethics has been designed to avoid a philosophical and purely academic approach to the 

recognition of the demands and standards imposed upon or expected of practitioners. 

Therefore, as well as stressing the fundamental duties and obligations, the apparent conflicts 

and their resolution, time is also spent in considering the disciplinary apparatus and functions. 

The course has limited opportunity to consider hypothetical examples but these are considered 

important, so as to bring home the point that, in practice, grave problems often arise without 

warning. 

 
Subject Objectives 

 
At the completion of this subject, a student-at-law should be able to: 

 

• Recognise the demands and standards imposed upon or expected of legal 

practitioners. 

• Understand the fundamental duties and obligations of legal practitioners. 

• Identify apparent conflicts and resolve them effectively. 

• Demonstrate a sound knowledge of the statutes, common law, and rules and 

regulations governing professional practice as a barrister or solicitor 

• Recognise potential problems, identify available help, and understand the 

consequences of ethical breaches. 

 

Prescribed Books and Materials  

 
As updated by the LPAB Examinations Committee from time to time. 
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Prescribed Topics   

 

Topic 1: The Solicitor-Client Relationship 

• Retainers 

• Instructions 

• Liens 

• Maintenance of Trust Account 

 

Topic 2: Professional Misconduct and Unsatisfactory Professional Conduct  

• The statutory regime 

• Unsatisfactory professional conduct 

• Professional Misconduct 

• Ignorance and Wilfulness 

• Pre and Post Admission conduct 

• Show cause events 

 
Topic 3: Professional Discipline 

• Complaints against practitioners 

• Investigation of complaints 

• Disciplinary proceedings 

 

Topic 4: Acting for the Client 

• Without Prejudice communications 

• Calderbank letters 

• Legal professional privilege 

• Professional Negligence 

 

Topic 5: The Legal Practice 

• Types of legal practices 

• Responsibilities of partners 

• Undertakings 

• Dealing with fellow practitioners 

• Dealing with unqualified persons 

 
Topic 6: The Regulation of Advocates 

• The Significance of Ethics for Advocates. 
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• The Regulation of Advocates: 

• The Legal Profession Uniform Law and associated legislation 

• The Bar Rules 

• The Common Law 

 

Topic 7: Admission and expulsion of advocates  

• Good Fame and Character 

• Non-disclosure of misconduct prior to admission. 

• Honesty and Truthfulness. 

• Interference with the Administration of Justice 

• Bribery 

• Suborning witnesses 

• Conduct in court 

• Conduct Outside Practice. 

 
Topic 8: An advocate’s duty to the Court 

• Scope and aspects of the duty 

• An advocate’s “paramount duty” to the administration of justice 

• Tension between Duty to the Court and Duty to the Client 

• To act independently 

• Honesty and candour 

• Courtesy 

• Not to frustrate court process 

• To efficiently administer justice 

• Responsible exercise of court process 

 
Topic 9: An advocate’s duty to the client 

• Scope and aspects of the duty 

• Immunity Against Suit of an advocate 

• To act in client's best interests 

• To act within authority 

• Confidentiality of instructions 

• Avoiding conflict of interest 

 

Topic 10: An advocate’s duty to others 

• Duty to Other Parties 

• Duty to an Opponent 
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• The duties of a Prosecutor 

o General Duties 

o Duty to Call a Material Witness 

 

 

This subject covers the following topics in the Priestley 11 academic area of Ethics 
and Professional Responsibility, as prescribed in Schedule 1, Part 2 of the Legal 
Profession Uniform Admission Rules 2015, as follows:  
 
Professional and personal conduct in respect of a practitioner's duty -  

(a) to the law 

(b) to the Courts 

(c) to clients, including a basic knowledge of the principles relating to the holding of 

money on trust; and 

(d) to fellow practitioners 
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