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Diploma in Law 
14 Conveyancing 

Examinable Curriculum 
 

Subject Description 

 

The overriding objective of the Conveyancing course is to provide students with knowledge of 
conveyancing practice and procedure. Detailed analysis of the current edition of the joint 
copyright Contract for Sale and Purchase of Land is undertaken 

The course undertakes a detailed but practical analysis of the current edition of the Contract 
for Sale and Purchase of Land and also refers to relevant case law to assist students in 
understanding how many of the provisions within the standard Contract for Sale of and 
Purchase of Land arose and evolved. 

 

 
Subject Objectives 

 
At the completion of this subject, a student-at-law should be able to: 

 

• Demonstrate an understanding of Conveyancing Practice and Procedure. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the provisions of the NSW Contract for Sale and 

Purchase of Land. 

• Identify applicable legislation. 

• Identify and apply leading case law which has shaped the NSW Contract for Sale and 

Purchase of Land. 

• Identify practical issues and pitfalls in conveyancing. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of various legal issues in contract law, equity and 

planning law. 

 

Prescribed Books and Materials  

 
As updated by the LPAB Examinations Committee from time to time. 

Prescribed Topics   

 

Topic 1: Introduction to conveyancing 

• The conveyancing timeline 
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• Introduction to the standard form of contract for sale of land 

 

Topic 2: Caveat Emptor Disclosure 

• Caveat emptor in conveyancing transactions 

• Vendor’s duty of disclosure pursuant to the Conveyancing (Sale of Land) Regulation 

2022 

 
Topic 3: Inquiries and adverse affectations 

• SLC Reg, Sch 3  

• Purchaser’s right to rescind and limitations on rights 

• Doctrine of election to affirm contract: What constitutes an affirmation? 

• Does the purchaser’s solicitor have any responsibility to enquire in relation to 

surrounding properties? 

• How should a solicitor for a purchaser deal with a request that such enquiries be 

made? 

 

Topic 4: Formation of an enforceable contract for the sale of land  

• Certainty of agreement  

• Intention to be immediately bound   

• Alterations to counterpart contract after signature (eg sub sales ) 

• Methods of exchange of contracts 

• Requirement to be in writing and exceptions 

• Exchange of contracts; 

• Cooling off periods 

 

Topic 5: Exchange, deposit, cooling off  

• Exchange of contracts 

• Purchaser – payment of a deposit  

• Cooling off rights and obligations  

 
Topic 6: Subject matter of sale  

 

Topic 7: Requisitions and objections   

• Types of requisitions and objections 

• SCL, cl 5 - Purchaser’s right to make requisitions 

• Vendor’s responses to requisitions et al 

• Vendor’s entitlement to rescind: SLC, cl 8.1 
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Topic 8: Errors and misdescriptions 

 
Topic 9: Title defects 

 
Topic 10: Legality of structures  

 
Topic 11: Risk and duty of care pending completion  

 
Topic 12: Rates and notices 

 
Topic 13: Vacant possession 

 
Topic 14: Time for completion of contract 

 
Topic 15: Misrepresentation 

• Negligent  

• Fraudulent  

 
Topic 16: Remedies for breach  

• Rescission and termination 
• Alternative dispute resolution  

 
Topic 17: Planning law: existing uses, planning certificates, occupation certificates and 

restrictive covenants 

• Existing uses: 

o what are the duties of a solicitor acting for a purchaser if it is asserted that there 

is an existing use?  

• Heritage and conservation issues 

 
Topic 18: Elements of torrens title, strata title and community title  

 
Topic 19: Mortgages  

• Nature of a mortgage - distinction between general law and Torrens mortgages 

• Mortgagee's power of sale 

• Sale subject to existing tenancies: cll 17 and 24, SCL 

• Occupation prior to completion of the sale: cl 18, SCL 
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• Lesser interests - easements and covenants 

 
Topic 20: Revenue law 

• Revenue law, as it affects conveyancing transactions. 

• Transfer duty (formerly stamp duty), Land tax, State revenue surcharges 

• GST and property transactions 

• Withholding obligations 

o Foreign Resident Capital Gains Withholding as from 1 July 2016; and  

o Residential GST Withholding effective 1 July 2018 

• First Home Buyer Choice (Property Tax)  

 
Topic 21: Role of Estate Agents  

• Agents as a regulated profession 

• Structure of the industry 

• Activities of auctioneers 

• Categories and roles of agents referred to in the contract for sale and purchase of 

land 

 

Topic 22: E-conveyancing  

• What is eConveyancing? 

• How does eConveyancing provide an electronic environment for participating 

practitioners to conduct the financial settlement of conveyancing transactions. (see cl 

30, SCL) 

• Role of ARNECC, Office of the Registrar General, NSW Land Registry Services and 

the Electronic Lodgment Network Operators (PEXA and Sympli) 

• Transitioning to eConveyancing and mandating  

• Interoperability 

 

This subject is not designed to cover Priestley 11 Content. 
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