Bu:h Farm Corrective Services Academy's launch of a
yaErning circle as part of its 304h annreersary celebrations
put the spotlight on an ancient culbural tradition that =
gaining prominence in CERNEW.

There are now four yarming circles being used by staff and
inmates, inciuding two at Emau Plains and one at Mid Morth
Coast CC, with another thres In the works, at Cessnock and
Tamwarth correctioral centres and Gundahna at Wellington

Louise Lynch, Principal Manzger Aboriginal Strategy and
Policy Unit (ASPLY), says yarning circles are an important
procass within Aborigiral and Torres Strait 1stander oulbure

“varning circles hawve been used by Indigenous paoplas
from arcund the workd for centuries to kearn from a coliective
groug, build respectiul relationships and presarve and pass
on cultural knowladge,” Loulse says.

"In a yaming circle, all participants are provided with an
opportunity to speak in a sate non-judgmental place and
to share thair strengths n an inciesive and collaborative
learming environment. Yaming together i1s always fooused
on strengths and respect and gives staff the opoorbumiby bo
come together as equals. Regardiess of rank, when staff sit
around the yaming circle all staff are agual.”

Loulse says that other centres have made enguiries about
having yaming circlies. "The ASPLURs hope is that every centre
will eventualty have a yarning circle” she says.
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Yarning with respect

Brush Farm Director Josh Sampson says the BECSA Circle
was oomimissioned to create a different type of kearning
ervironment for staff. "We wanted a space that was not
confined to a classroom and recognized the different
learning styles of individuals while being connected to
cultural traditicns. i close consuwitation with the ASPLU, a
yaming cirche was identified as the perfect choloe.”

Thie project was commenced inearly June and complatad
in mid-august a= an extension of the BECSA library

BFCSA Senior Owversesr Kevin Ezzy led the construction,
assisted by ComCor Fleld Officers Alan Lowther, Charlie
Giteau and Kudral Mukandwa who weore deployed to BFCSA,
while the Community Service Work Scheme was suspendad,
and CSMEW musician Pam Withnall who was similarly
diaployed.

"The ASPU provided adwvice guidance and support
through the journey to ensure that the design best reflectaed
the athos of yarning circles. The plants used are natives,
mizst of which were sourced from a local nursery,” Josh says.

Josh =ays both new recruits and existing staff are being
encouraged to use the space to share ther experiences,
buriid respacttul relationships, collectively learn from one
another, and preserve and strengthen cultural ties

For advice on building a yarning circle at your centre,
contact the ASPL on ASPILE|ustice. nsw.gov.au
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